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This form is for use in nominaling or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Compieting National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by rnarkmg “x'" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requasted information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ''"N/A™ for *‘not dpphbable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-9003). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic narne  Hart, Maurice, House
other names/site number  Rock-a-way

2. Location

street & number  State Road 1430 N/A | not for publication

city, town Stovall [ ]vicinity

state North Carolina code NC county Granville code (077 zip code? 7582

3. Classification A

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

l:g-private [ building(s) Contri}futing Noniontrlbutmg

E] public-iocal % district buildings

D public-State site sites

] public-Federal l:] structure structures
(] object _______ objects

[ . Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville listed in the National Register 0

Conty  Ngrth Carcling
4. Siate/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@nommatlon [ ] I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

Inmyo /’ﬂ)} ﬂ}e pr rty%mee [_Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
T ioue > 12955

Signature of certifying oﬁlcea! Date

Stare Historic Preqervatlon Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_Imeets [_Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.

Signalure of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby. certify that this property is:

Dentered in the National Register.
[___] See continuation sheet.

[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

gremoved from the National Register.
L__Iother, (explain.)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-gsingle dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __brick

walls weatherboard
roof metal
other wood

brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

&]See continuation sheet
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Intertwining  fanciful swyrounds are but part of the finely
desigrned and orafted interior of the Mawrice Hart House, which
displays some of the most urusual Greek Revival style features of

arny plantationm era, Granville Couwnty property. Btandivg at the
edpge of  Stovall (the arntebellum Sassafras Fork), one of the
cournty’s  oldest  towns, the heavy timber frame dwellivng 1s  in

excellent condition and retains a significant proportion of  its
exterior and irnterior details intact.

Three bays wide and orne room deep, the house is grandly
raised on a finished brick basement, topped by the low hipped
roof so commory to the Greek Revival style inm the county  and
bracketed by exteriom end, brick chimmeys. The west end chimmey,
which is said to have beern dated 1840, was replaced following the
depredatiocns of Hurricane Hazel in 1934, Capped posts, applied
to  the corrners of the house, terminate just berneath the dentils
that ring its frieze. While simple rectilinear swrounds enframe
its basement windows, elaborate symmetrical moldivps, complete
with erntablatuwre~topped lintels, serve its nine—-over—-rnine and

upper  six—over-six o windows. Original shutters protect  the
windows  of the symmetrical fromt facade. A late nireteenth
century fronmt porch, finished with tuwrred posts and balusters,
also adorn this facade, standing in place of the original. The
aother significant changes to  the extericr were made by the
present owrers who, i additiorn to restoring much of the once

deteriorated structure, added a small two-story kitchenm and
bathyroom addition to the rear in the early 1960s arnd a carport to
the east side elevation a few years later.

The hand of an exuberant craftsman can bhe seen  throughoot

the iwnterior, which has been little altered other than the
modermization of its basement, which probably origirnally housed a
kitchen. The stairway that rises from the center hallway is

parneled berneath and has delicate scalloped stair ends, turred
rewels  arnd wrn—topped balusters, arnd a wide, malded handrail.
Further  adorning the hall  are  tall, malded baseboards  and

symmetrical covrrnerblock swrrooonds., Although similar severn—parel
doors — composed of & thin horizontal parel sandwiched between
three long and three short vertical panels — serve all of  the
YOS, the sworounds vary from opening to opening. The uwnigue
swrround of  the east upstairs bedroom is  accented by applied
blocks withivn blocks wot only at its upper corrners, but at the
centers of its recessed posts and lintels as well. The surround

at the intericocr parlor door is the most wnusual in the house and
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ore of the most wrusual found at any  suwrviving Greek  Revival
style dwelling in the county. Risinmg from the tulip-shaped tops

of two tall plinths, it has a series of thin applied boards that
wimd their way up the posts and aocross the orossetted lintel.
The dwelling’s four swrviving intact mantels — the two  basement
hearths have beern altered — are handsomely and, in the case of
the parlar, unnsually finished. The post and lintel mantels of
the three bedrooms have applied tapered posts which are set upon
large plinths and topped by cushiocrn—shaped capitals. Similarly
shaped moldings also separate the lintels from  their shelves.
The parlor mantel, unlike its companions, has not one, but two
tapered coolumns applied to its posts, each rising from a molded
hase and termirnating at a molded capital.

A single riorm—contributing cutbuilding stands at the edge of
the lawrn to the house’s rear. A frame former Kitcher, it was
moved to the property from another site. Sigrnificantly altered,
it is riow used as a shed.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [ Istatewide (X locally

Applicable National Register Criteria @A I:JB EC |:] D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 1B [ Jc [ Ip [Je [JF [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1840s-1865 1840s
Agricul ture '

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

EﬂSee continuation sheet
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The Mawrice Hart Houwse is significant as orne of  Granville
County!s mast intact and finely finished, plantation era, Greek
Revival style dwellirngs. Its exterior, raised high on o a  full
basement, retains its original entablature—topped swryounds and a
string of derntils berneath its popularly fashioned, antebellum low
hipped (roof. Irside, the intact finish is handsomely  and
fancifully worked, from the pilasters applied to its mantels two
the intricate suwrrounds of its parlor and upstairs egast bedroom.
(Bee assocciated FPraperty Type 1 - Greek Revival and Romarntic
Style Dwellirngs) Raised at the edge of the pre-Civil War town of
Sassafras Fork, the stylishly finished dwelling is one of the few
intact structures sweviving from the plantation era raised at  a

small t oW other  than Oxford and is significant as a
remesentative of  those small, riow muech altered communities.
(See associated Historic Context 1 - The Plantationm Era in
Grarnville Connty, 1746-1865) The property’s period o f

significarnce does rot extend beyond 1865, the end of the
plarntation  era, because the house was built as & small  town
dwelling and no buwildings or stroectuwres remain on dits  limited
prounds that relate to the raising of bright leaf tobacco.

J. E. Spicer’s local history of Stoavall suppests that the
house was built by Mawice Hart in 1840, a date said to have been
marked o a destroyved chimney. . The date may be accuwrate, for the
use of pilasters at the marntels is guite similar to that of Hill
Airy, a nearby Natioral Register praperty erected around 1841,
The presence of lovng nine—over-nine wirdows @ and  entablature-

Copped swrrounds alsoc sugpgest a  construction date  rnear  the
begivming of the OGreek Revival period in the couwnty. Hart was
Livivig iv the Abrams RPlainms District, where the house is located,
iv 18350, a 48 year ald farmer with a wife, Farthenia, and three
children &t home. An active buyer and seller of land in  the
Sassafras Fork area during the anmtebellum period, it carmot be
determined which of the irexactly detailed deeds that bear his

mame relate to the property uporn which he built his house.

Hart is thought by Spicer to have sold the dwelling in the
1850s to D Adam C. Harris. Again, ro deed has beern uncovered
which defivnitively records the transacticr, but federal cernsus
records  show that Harris moved from Hendersoo, inm  present day
Varnce County, to the Abrams Flains District between 1850 and
1860. Arn 1857 deed [Deed Book 19, Fage 6361 from George L.
Bullock to A C. Harris for 138 acres is the most likely reconrd
of Harmrisg? acquisition of the propertys; Hart had sold this tract
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ivi 1855 [Deed book 19, Fage Z681. Iri 1860, accovding to the
federal cernsus, Harris was 37 years old, a physician with $&, 000
i real estate and the same sum in personal property who  shared

the large house with his wife, Martha Arnrn, and  theiyr fooore
youngest  children. Martha sold the property in 1305 to the
Gregory family [Deed Book 58, Fage 2481, in which it remained

until the 1950s. Ivi 1961 it was purchased by it present owners,
Clintor  and Ruth Hicks [Deed Book 1353, Fage &61z1, who retained
and restored much of its detericrated finish and added its

carport and rear @ll.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Spicer, J. E., "Some Historical Facts about Stovall, N.C. and Vicinity", copy
of typed manuscript at Richard H. Thornton Public Library, Oxford, N.C.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public
Library, Oxford, N.C.

[:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [ X] state historic preservation office
[ Ipreviously listed in the National Register [ ]Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
[ ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [ ]Local government
[ recorded by Historic American Buildings [ IUniversity
Survey # E]Other
[ lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property approximately Z acres

UTM Referenc

es
AlL7] |7]1,7]2,0,0) [4,013,613,0,0] Bl l Ll ol bty [y
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clLo ) Ll ot v b by by Lol Lo Ly bbb by o]
[:]See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
[7_(] See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification
[Z]See continuation sheet
11. Form Prepared By
nameftite Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian
organization __Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date 8/18/87
street & number _P.0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephone 919-693-1491
city or town __Oxford state __N.C, zip code 27565
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VEREAL BAOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

The property is & rectangular parcel measuring approximately
430 x 195 feet, the rnorthwest corrner of which 1is  approximately
178 feet dirvectly rorthwest of the rmorthwest cormer of  the
fowndation  of  the mairn bloock of the house, and  the southeast

corver af which is approximately 289 feet directly southeast of
the southeast corner of the fouwndation of the main block of the
house. The bovyder of the parcel approaximately follows the tree

lirne or  the rnorthern border and westerrn bordery approximately
follows the property line, alorng the worthern side of State Road
1430, o the southern border; and contiviaes in a straight line
north  to the tree line, following the property lire until it
turns west, on the eastern border.

BOUMDARY JUSTIFICATION

Rpproximately &z  acres  that iwnclude the dwelling and
surrond g laot  that are historically associated with  the
property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property’s
historic setting are being nominated for the Mational Register.

The remairning acreapge has beer excluded because 1t is wnot  known
with certainty to be historically associated with the dwelling o
becaunse it is rnow overpgrown woodland and is vo longer wsed  for
farm proaduct o, In the latter case +the land use has
substantially changed so that it wo longey contributes to the
historic integrity o historic significance of the property as a
plantaticn era property.

The northern boundary includes the dwelling to its south and

execludes woodland to its wnorth. The westerr bourndary includes
the dwellivg to ite east and excludes woodland to 1ts west. The
southerrn bourndary irncludes the dwelling to its rnorth and excludes
property that falls ocntside the cwrner’s property line bt its
soth. The eastern boundary includes the dwelling to its  west
ard excludes property wnot owrned by the owner, as well as praperty
rat known with certainty to be historically associated with  the

house, to its east.
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